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as clears the blind, and helps the lame,  

and makes the dead man live

this man had hap (o happy man!   

more happy none than he); 

for he had hap to see the hap   

that none had hap to see. 

this silly swain (and silly swains   

are men of meanest grace): 

had yet the grace (o gracious gift!)   

to hap on such a face. 

he pity cried, and pity came   

and pitied so his pain, 

as dying would not let him die   

but gave him life again.

for unaccompanied chorus

text

fair in a morn (o fairest morn!),   

was never morn so fair, 

there shone a sun, though not the sun   

that shineth in the air. 

for the earth, and from the earth,   

(was never such a creature!) 

did come this face (was never face   

that carried such a feature). 

upon a hill (o blessed hill!   

was never hill so blessed), 

there stood a man (was never man   

for woman so distressed): 

this man beheld a heavenly view,   

which did such virtue give 
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the elysian fields

program notes

in greek mythology, "elysium" refers to the place in the afterlife that serves as the 

final resting grounds for the gods, the righteous, and the heroic. the text for the 

elysian fields is taken from the nicholas breton poem, "astrophel's song of phyllidia 

and corydon", which tells the story of two greek lovers, phyllidia and corydon. 

this piece serves as an expression and exploration of the vast spectacle that is 

elysium, as well as corydon's own internal struggle with mortality. 
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